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Valuing Wetlands and Wetland Values

Soggy land, marshy pools, intricate networks of wet fences, huge skies, 

whispering reeds, nefarious activities in the dead of night, fly tippers, 

rumours of “radioactive” dragonflies… Drawing on research and policy 

experiences with Thames Estuary and other lowland grazing marshes, 

this lecture will explore what Ken Walpole describes as the ‘renegade 

aesthetics’ of a landscape type with very few devotees. The UK’s 

National Ecosystem Assessment in 2011 recorded significant losses of 

wetland, as well as deterioration in all the ecosystem services provided 

by lowland fens, reed beds and grazing marshes. What arguments can 

be made to protect these landscapes when changes of use are capable 

of delivering significant economic benefits? The key question to be 

explored in the lecture is whether valuing the benefits that wetlands 

provide through an ecosystem services approach is more likely than 

other approaches to help land owners and managers, policy-makers and 

publics understand the importance of conserving what remains of our 

lowland wetlands. 

Jacquelin (Jacquie) Burgess was a Professor in the Geography Department 

at University College London for many years, and in 2006 moved to 

University of East Anglia to become the Head of the School of 

Environmental Sciences.  Jacquie’s academic work included qualitative 

empirical research on landscape meanings and values, and championing 

deliberative, environmental decision-making processes. She was a 

member of the UK NEA’s Expert Panel and a Co-ordinating Lead Author for 

Cultural Services. Jacquie was a founder member of the Landscape 

Research Group and chaired the Board of Directors from 1990-2000. 
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Architectural Association (AA) 
School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3ES 

Underground: The nearest tube station to the AA is Tottenham Court Road 

(Central and Northern Lines).

Bus: North to South along Gower Street and South to North along 

Tottenham Court Road Nos. 10, 14, 24, 29, 73, 134 and 390.


