
There is considerable uncertainty over the speed and ex-
tent of sea level rise accompanying climate change. 
There is even more ambivalence over changing the char-
acter and nature of coasts especially in favour of realign-
ing settlement and infrastracture when many coastal 
economies are weak and vulnerable. Furthermore, there 
is no guaranteed institutional arrangement for creating 
meaningful and long lasting dialogue between interested 
parties and coastal designers. So it is proving exceed-
ingly difficult to create the conditions of trust and evolving 
participation to shape the future of coasts whose physi-
cal form cannot be assured without increasingly expen-
sive intervention. There is no easy way out, so the fall 
back position is to tough it out. The reasons and the con-
sequences of this ephemeral arrangement will be dis-
cussed in the context of case studies in Norfolk and Por-
tugal. 
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